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Damages in Defamation 



 7.1.2 Quantification of damage:  
– (a) The court will take into account the defendant’s 

behaviour, not only before but during the trial.  

– (b) Allegations of a very minor kind obviously will not 
attract significant damages.  

– (c)  The extent of publication is also relevant.  

– (d) Aggravated damages are also available. 

– (e) The court will also look at the plaintiff’s social 
standing  

– (f) Mitigation of damage: Under s 29, a defendant can 
ask that certain things be taken into account in 
mitigation of the damages: 
  29(a) publication by the defendant of a correction, 

 retraction or apology; 

  (b) publication by the defendant of an explanation or 
 rebuttal; 

  (c) the terms of any injunction or declaration the court is 
 also going to grant; 

  (d) any delay between publication and trial which is the 
 fault of the plaintiff. 



 7.1.3 Exemplary damages  

– Quinn 

– Columbus 



 7.1.4 Size of awards 
Columbus 

 

•    Stiassny v Siemer  

          Karam v Parker 

 

 

 

      



 

Power to overturn awards 
Williams v Craig [2017] NZHC 724 

 



Damages in Privacy 
Gulati v MGN [2015] EWHC 1482  

 
 Damages increasing and compensate damage to the right itself 



 Injunctions in Privacy 
PJS v Newsgroup Newspapers [2016] EWCA Civ 393 

 
 Still of use in spite of publication on internet 
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